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P cash, Benjy, but that 
\ / ld bike messenger? One 
q who accidentally A 


ran into you? 


I thought, gee, 

we really ought to fi 
pay for that metal Vit 
plate in his head... 
and, well, the money 

had to come from 
somewhere. Check 

back tomorrow, 

big guu...? 
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Some genius. 


| VAI | of the erratic, 
— ane supermagnet [ 
ZATI A\ the planetari 
gia) XS poles. AE 
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Or, 
to put it 


_-\ another 


ta F Oh. Sorry. “W 
al Ture ont eey . 

s\ speak trinary 
code. _— 

—— 


za 


So I said, 
‘Tam Pr. Reed 
Richards of the 
Fantastic Four, 


= looki z 
as far as I got, W/ es at foot 
it was enoug ; q 


<2 ~d “Ss Y Did you find 
SS Actually, that's Ss what you were 


Absolutely. This 
dimension is rife 
with photonuclear 
crystals--"photon 
batteries,’ if 
/ you will. 


IF Lcan 
decode their 
cellular structure, 
I can advance solar- 
power technology , 
at least five 
years. 


- : ? — —— ne = \ You've had your nose riding the 
You know, iFyou're \__/_ Who's driving? __\ Be grindstone for weeks now. Ithink ¥ 
not careful, we're ap, Relax. Speaking , somebody's compensating for not yet 

going to be the first f\ of which... figuring out what went on in Val's 

generation to leave [that's —— nursery that day. ra 


behind a better /+16 goal, : | 2 Ihave 


world. fy. ~ b a theory. 
Wanna hear 
ite Again? 


—— magic. Magic, 
A madic, magic. 


- Uh-oh. Wow, you really 
“Uhat-is-lnve- do have a traveling rep, 
Or -Richards>" you bad boy. Those guys fy 
: : didn't run. They went 
for reinforcements SS 
to block our teleportal /' ] 


a 


, 


CN EVR 


they think it's 
you they have 


to worry 
_ about. 


fellas! 


I haven't yet 
bothered to 
explore. A 


». ( everything can 
be explained by 
y science. 


oem, 
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Thanks againfor \ Not atall, Sue. Your You've done 
babysitting, Crustal. children are always so much for 
I hope they didn't welcome in New 

drive you nuts. & i 


» / Hi, sweetie! 

Paddy and I 

are back! Time 

to teleport 
home! 


our people 
over the years 

S| that it's hardly 
a bother. Send 


help me in 
the lab? 


: \ : Johnny? 

An n =A What on earth 
Ray... need . are you looking 
an Anti-Ben . for? And whi 

/ are you, of all 
people, wet? 


raining, unca 
Johnny? 
—— 


Ben. Balloon. Y Where do you \\ A 4] ( Icanturn 
Water. Noticed keep your death = . him into a Fig 
shadow. Flamed lasers? \ A \_ Newton? 
on. Still soaked. ; : 

Seeking , Have we 
revenge. discussed 
. ip . Newton's 
third law? 


Okay. Let's Me...and you? Which means \ Precisely. All right, you two. Bring me 
come up with You want along he'll never see an alternator from a 1960 Ford 
something. for the ride? it coming. Fairlane, a banjo, and a five-pound 
Since when? bag of flour. And suit up... 


realized letting you \ 
go unsupervised was 
a worse idea. Besides, 

I'm Ben's best friend. 
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At least, 
solconsider ~ After all, it was 
myself. only I...only Boom... 
who rian oeey 
both the knowledge 
and the skill to see 
your mother through 
childbirth. 


You see, when 
a baby is born of 
parents...empowered 
by radiation the way yours 
are, there can be... 
complications. 


"Once before, years ago NEN at | "Consequently, when the hour of your birth -=— | 
your father was called | was upon us, and Richards elsewhere, your uncle 
upon to compensate for om Jonathan turned to me for aid...his enemu... | 
such difficulties in a . ae 
moment of crisis... 


",..and failed. 
Because of his 
pitiable ineptitude, 
your mother suffered | 
a miscarriage. 
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",,.gambling, in all likelihood, 
that I could not pass up the 
certainty of succeeding 
where your father blundered." 


No matter. I 
asked in return 
only that Ibe 

allowed to name 
you Valeria, 
after... 


after 
someone 
close to 
me. 


The moment you 4 
When L fel ared...when I ee pes fst 
‘ ee eld you in my armore 
delivered you, How it might ~ | hands. pes epee series fervent hopes and 
Trealized what a finally provide me 5G of incantations and spells , dreams, Valeria, you 
gift your birth , amethod by which forever bound us, are no ordinary 
was to me. to at last avenge ~= you and I. child. 
myself against the 
indignities your 
family has visited 
upon me. 


In the parlance 
of the occult, you 
are my familiar. My eantde for 
eyes and ears, an sorcery. 
extension of my 
senses. 


On the day you were born, 
I placed you under my royal 


protection. I vowed no Trust me, Valeria. 


By day's end, your Itis ‘ 
nar ae ied pene father willno longer best for you. 
— Ree —~ be alive to mold you ,» Remember.. 
“but I ™ be with bis meledrere Sita 
made No such 4 uch. «,-ChIS is his 
guarantees to 5 handiwork. 
those idiotic 
enough to hold 
you to their 
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It's all right, 
son! Let's get 
you Out of 
here! 


f Reed, if you'd 
just wanted me 
to buy a Whoopie 


cushion, you 
shoulda told 


It isn't my 
doing! I don't 
know what that 
energy is or where it ‘a 
came from--but it Buy me 
seemstobeafter time to get 
Franklin! him through the 
5 ] teleportal! 


Crystal! 
Huh. Suzie, fae Shea Take Franklin! 
didja hear a ; We've gota 
noleeue an atomic wrenc : situation 
or something. A 


Ben, look! Not yet, 
Look at Val! T'll ? nae On 
be damned! three... 


You were right! Listen Her first word! 
to her! Doesn't it sound What is it, 
like she's truing to say sweetheart? 
something? yr Can you say 
"Mama"? 


The controls! __ 
They're not go ried 
They...oh, God...! 
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